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WHAT IF...THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE TO URBAN SPRAWL?
Explore our learning-by-doing programs at Arcosanti, a prototype urban
laboratory under construction in the Arizona high desert.

“Macro-Cosanti”, designed by Paolo Soleri in 1963, is one of the earliest concepts exploring an environment in harmony with humanity and became the genesis of the Arcosanti Project.
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FIVE-WEEK WORKSHOPS
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Since 1970 over 6,000 people from
diverse backgrounds and disciplines
have participated in Arcosanti
Workshops. The Workshops combine
academic and experiential learning as
participants study Paolo Soleri’s
concepts and designs while contributing
to the building of the ARCOLOGY
(ARchitecture+eCOLOGY). Soleri
proposes a lean urban alternative which
is a highly integrated and compact
three-dimensional urban form rejecting
the need for urban sprawl with its
inherently wasteful consumption of
land, energy, time and human
resources. During the Five-week
Workshop participants come to
understand the why and wherefore of
the world’s first prototype arcology.

Week 1: Seminar Week

Seminar Week is an introduction to the
alternative theories of Paolo Soleri. Participants
have two informal seminars with Soleri, and
attend talks and lectures by other Arcosanti
staff on Arcosanti design development,
construction history, future plans and arcology
concepts. The week also includes extended tours
of the built site including residential interiors,
a half-day hike through the natural area
surrounding the site along the Aqua Fria River,
and a silt casting workshop. Seminar Week is
designed to stand alone and participants may
enroll in Seminar Week only. For Five-week
Workshop participants Seminar Week provides
a detailed introduction to their stay at Arcosanti.

Week 2: Field Trip and Work Opportunities
During the second week of the Five-week
Workshop, participants have the opportunity
to take a two-day field trip to the Phoenix
metropolitan, stay at Cosanti (Soleri original
studios started in mid-1950's) and at times
assist small on-going projects there. They visit
Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin West and other
architectural interests in the area. Participants
also get an in-depth look at the work of various
departments at Arcosanti, as they participate
in occasional work projects. Participants may
enroll in Seminar Week and Week 2 only. For
Five-week Workshop participants Week 2
exposes them to the scope of work being
undertaken at Arcosanti. A meeting with Soleri
continues in Week 2.

Weeks 3, 4 and 5: Hands-on Intensive
During the last three weeks of the Workshop,
participants work in one of the following
departments: construction, facilities
maintenance, agriculture, archives, or
landscaping. Every attempt is made to assign
participants to the department of their choice
taking the work priorities of the Arcosanti
project into consideration. Participants will also
rotate through café and recycling duties with
other Arcosanti residents. These three weeks
also include weekly seminars with Soleri.
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FEES: (include tuition, room and board, amenity
access and field trip expenses)

Five-Week Workshop $1,350
Week 1 & 2 only $750
Week 1 (Seminar) only $485

REGISTRATION:
Participants must be 18 years of age or
accompanied by a responsible adult.

Participants may register on line at:
www.arcosanti.org
by phone or by mail:

Arcosanti Workshop Coordinator
HC 74, Box 4136

Mayer, AZ 86333, USA

tel: 928.632.6233

email: workshop@arcosanti.org

ACCOMMODATIONS

Participants in Seminar Week, Five-week
Workshops, and other overnight programs are
housed near permanent residents in dormitory-
style accommodations. Dormitory rooms are
partially completed apartment units with no air-
conditioning. On request and subject to availability,
participants may have their housing upgraded to
an Arcosanti guest room at an additional cost of
$75/week. Participants interested in upgrading to
a guest room must contact the workshop
coordinator well in advance. Three meals a day are
served in the Arcosanti Café with vegetarian
options. The Arcosanti Bakery is a source of
breads, pastries and a variety of beverages.
Participants also have access to a community
kitchen if they wish to do their own cooking.
Arcosanti offers WIFI (free wireless Internet
access), a community room with computer stations,
a music center, library, T.V. room, indoor recreation
room, coin laundry and an outdoor swimming pool
is located near the dorms. The natural
environment within and beyond the site provides
immediate hiking, bird-watching, and other nature-
based opportunities.

"The problem is the present design
of cities only a few stories high,
stretching outward in unwieldy
sprawl for miles. The alternative is
urban implosion rather than
explosion. In nature, as an organism
evolves it increases in complexity
and it also becomes a more compact
or miniaturized system. Similarly, a
city should function as a living
system. Arcology, architecture and
ecology as one integral process, is
capable of demonstrating positive
response to the many problems of
urban civilization, population,
pollution, energy and natural
resource depletion, food scarcity and
quality of life. Arcology recognizes
the necessity of the radical
reorganization of the sprawling
urban landscape into dense,
integrated, three-dimensional cities
in order to support the complex
activities that sustain human
culture. The city is the necessary
instrument for the evolution of
humankind." ...Paolo Soleri

Paolo Soleri, the designer of Arcosanti,
was born in Turin Italy in 1919. He
earned his Ph.D. in Architecture from
the Torino Polytechnico and studied in
the United States under Frank Lloyd
Wright. In 2006 Soleri was awarded the
Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum’s
Lifetime Achievement Award, capping
many years of international recognition
as an architect, urban planner, artist
and philosopher.

EXTENDED STAY

(Post-Workshop Volunteer Program)
Participants interested in volunteering after
successful completion of the Five-week
program are encouraged to extend their stay
based on opportunities available in the area of
interest. Meals in the Cafe and frugal accom-
modations in camp are provided at an
affordable rate.

INTERNSHIPS (3-month Program)
Unpaid Internships are available for qualified
individuals seeking field experience in their
disciplinary area. Interns first complete the
Five-week Workshop, then spend an 8-week
apprenticeship in one area. Interns are accepted
in planning, construction, facilities
maintenance, agriculture, landscaping, archives,
graphics and computer networking. Contact the
Workshop Coordinator for more information.

ONE DAY SILTCASTING WORKSHOPS
Since 1956, Paolo Soleri has been using silt as
a casting medium for clay, plaster and concrete.
Siltcasting workshops provide a brief
introduction to these unique casting methods.
Each participant will produce a plaster tile of
his or her own design during the two-hour
workshop. A complimentary tour of Arcosanti
while the tiles are drying provides an
opportunity to see the full scope of siltcast work
integral to the site. The time of day varies
seasonally. In 2008, the workshop dates are:
Feb. 1, Mar. 7, Apr. 11, May 16, Jun. 20, Jul. 25,
Aug. 29, Sep. 3 and Nov. 7.

CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS

Custom programs can be developed for groups
of 10 or more wishing to concentrate their
studies on a particular aspect of Arcosanti.
Custom programs may be as short as a single
day, or up to several months. Arcosanti also
welcomes groups wishing to use its facilities to
run their own workshops or educational
programs. Contact the Workshop Coordinator
for more information.



